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Chocangaca language 


The Chocha Ngacha language or Chochangachakha (Dzongkha: 
|^’'5AT5'pv Wylie: Khyod ca nga ca kha "'You' and T language";^ 
also called "Kursmad-kha", "Maphekha", "rTsamangpa'i kha", and 
"Tsagkaglingpa'i kha") or Tsamang is a Southern Tibetic language 
spoken by about 20,000 people in the Kurichu Valley of Lhuntse and 
Mongar Districts in eastern BhutanJ 1 ^ 

Chocha Ngacha and Dzongkha 


Chocha Ngacha is a "sister language" to Dzongkha . 


Curiously, the most closely related language to 
Dzongkha in the kingdom is spoken in the east of the 
country along the Kurichu and represents an ancient 
'Ngalo ng Einwanderung in the east. [...] Cho-cha-nga- 
cha-kha is more conservative in its pronunciation of 
many words than Dzongkha [....] Most verbal suffixes 
are cognate to their Dzongkha counterparts, but Cho- 
cha-nga-cha-kha has adopted the Bumthang infinitival 
ending -mala[.]^ 


Under pressure to assimilate into the mainstream Dzongkha-speaking 
Ngalop culture, this proximity has resulted in significant loss of its 
particularly distinctive Kurichu linguistic substrate. 
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Nicholas Tournadre writes: 


Among the eighteen Tibeto-Burman languages (henceforth TB) found in Bhutan, seven belong 
to the Tibetic group ... which was earlier called “Central Bodish” (see Tournadre, 2014). These 
languages include Dzongkha Chocha Ngacha |3'x5'R'35'pr, Lakha and Merak- 

Saktengkha Layakha n T u T[ T3 , Durkha oA'^' and Trashigang Kham 

Lakha, Merak-Saktengkha, Layakha and Durkha are remnants of yak-herding 
pastoralist communities, while Dzongkha and Chocha-ngachakha were traditionally cultivator 
communities. These seven languages are all derived from a form of Old Tibetan (hence OT) and 
are closely related to Classical Tibetan (hence CT) or CHOS SKAD (®N’^j^), as it is often 
referred to in Dzongkha. This proximity to CT makes it easy to transcribe most words using the 
Classical orthography. Despite their close genetic relationship, however, these languages do not 
allow for good mutual intelligibility.^ 


See also 

■ Dzongkha 

■ Languages of Bhutan 

























Language shift 


References 


1 van Driem, George L. (1993). "Language Policy in Bhutan" (https://web.archive.org/web/201011 
01084255/http://repository.forcedmigration.org/pdf/?pid=fmo%3A3003) . London : SPAS . 
Archived from the original (http://repository.forcedmigration.org/pdf/?pid=fmo:3003) (PDF) on 
2010-11-01. Retrieved 2011-01-18. 

2. Hammarstrom, Harald; Forkel, Robert; Haspelmath, Martin, eds. (2017). "Chocangacakha" (htt 
p://glottolog.org/resource/languoid/id/chocl275). Glottolog 3.0. Jena, Germany: Max Planck 
Institute for the Science of Human History. 

3. Driem, George van (1998). Dzongkha = rdoh-kha. Leiden: Research School, CNWS. p. 13. 
ISBN 978-9057890024. 

4. "Chocangacakha" (http://www.ethnologue.com/show_language.asp?code=cgk) Ethnologue 
Online. Dallas : SIL International . 2006. Retrieved 2011-01-18. 

van Driem, George (2007). Matthias Brenzinger (ed.). Language diversity endangered (https://b 
ooks.google.com/books?id=6p6b5GQ4Q4YC). Trends in linguistics: Studies and monographs, 
Mouton Reader. 181. Walter de Gruyter. p. 312. ISBN 3 -11-017050-7 . 

6. Tournadre, Nicholas. "Outline of Chocha-ngachakha: An undocumented language of Bhutan 
related to Dzongkha" (https://escholarship.org/uc/item/76g8736c). Himalayan Linguistics. 14 
(2): 49-50. 


Retrieved from "https://en.wikipedia.Org/w/index.php?title=Chocangaca_language&oldid=915960142" 


This page was last edited on 16 September 2019, at 06:22 (UTC). 

Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply. By using this 
site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Po_licy. Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the Wikimedia 
Foundation, Inc. , a non-profit organization. 





